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           Statement from the Chief Executive:

 Mrs Margaret Davidson who founded SPA in 1982 was the Chief Executive until ill health caused her to retire.
We would specially like to take this opportunity to congratulate Margaret for her very hard work and dedication to the patients of Scotland over all these years and for her inspired idea to set up SPA. Such a voluntary association is as much in need today as it was in 1982 owing to the many changes in the NHS and in the way services are delivered to patients.
SPA is an independent self-funding association, which is there to help and support all patients in Scotland who need and request our help.

It is a privilege to work on behalf of patients, especially when they come to us, often at their most vulnerable, very  tired,  weary and feeling  powerless to cope.  Many   issues, simple and complex, arise out of contact with the NHS, the Private sector or the Local Authorities.  We will consider all cases with the utmost confidentiality and try our best to express the feelings of the patients and what concerns them. 
The new management will carry on the aims of SPA and hope to improve awareness of SPA in Scotland. One man, who contacted me recently, wished he had known about SPA a year ago when his wife was ill, and before she died.
I am very pleased to say that Ms Margaret Watt continues as Chair with the added important job of marketing. Most of you will know her from her media interviews, which she will continue to do. Her workload has increased over the last months and it is only fair to share interviews in the future.  Dr Robertson and I consider it a privilege to work on behalf of the Scotland Patients Association (SPA).  We were pleased to take over from Margaret Davidson, and to wish her well in her retirement. We will work to increase knowledge of the service.
A new website is in the process of design, which will help awareness and we also hope to offer packages to help patients improve their quality of life.
We will be pleased to work with the NHS, the Scottish Executive, the media, all other patient orientated organisations and charities, in fact anyone in order to improve the quality of life of patients.

When patients are ill they need a service or understanding with the minimum of delay.
Background of office Bearers

Ms. MSG Watt. (Margaret) 
Margaret has been with SPA since 1985 and has worked closely with Margaret Davidson as Chair. She has a long distinguished career in business and forming charitable organisations such as “Scott Health Care”. She was Scottish National Manager of the “Hospital Saturday Fund” and finished as National Manager for Scotland for “Medicash”.  She has a passion and energy to help others and is outstanding in marketing. Her   work is essential to SPA because it is a self-funding association.
Dr RA Robertson MBE (Robbie)

Robbie is well known in medical circles, especially by medical students at Glasgow University. When he retired from General Practice after 32 years in Springburn, Glasgow he moved to Glasgow University Medical School as Senior Clinical Tutor where he designed the Communication Skills curriculum for medical students. He is deeply concerned about how doctors communicate with patients, patient care and the way services are delivered. He is on the Marie Curie Professional Care Committee at Huntershill Glasgow and continues tutoring once a week at the University Medical School.
Dr J. McG. Turner MB. ChB. DA. (Jean)
Jean qualified in Medicine at Aberdeen University in 1965 and trained in Anaesthetics. She returned to Glasgow to work as an Anaesthetic Registrar at the Southern General Hospital.  In 1975, after ten years in Hospital Service, she tried General Practice in Springburn and stayed for twenty five years. Because of her concern for the changes in the delivery of NHS services, local to where people stay, she continued her campaign to save inpatient services at Stobhill Hospital in the North of Glasgow.  She was asked to stand for election, never having been in politics before or having been in a political party. She was elected as the Independent Save Stobhill MSP for Strathkelvin and Bearsden from 2003-2007. Only her passion for patient care could have induced her to enter the political world.
In her new role as Chief Executive of Scotland Patients Association Jean has the opportunity to continue with her commitment to patient care.

SPA is affiliated to the Scottish Health Campaigns Network (SCHN) to speak for Scotland’s Patients.

